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Resumen

La ambicion de Weber por entender y explicar el proceso de racionalizacion
experimentado en Occidente le condujo al analisis del surgimiento del
capitalismo moderno. En su obra La ética protestante y el espiritu del
capitalismo, Weber concluye que dicho modelo econémico es consecuencia del
“espiritu del capitalismo”, que a su vez se trata de un efecto no buscado de la

educacion religiosa del puritanismo ascético.

En su intento por consolidar esta tesis, Weber analiza las religiones universales,
intentando determinar qué habria sucedido en Occidente, si del conjunto de
condiciones bajo las que emerge el capitalismo moderno se elimina la ética
protestante. Con este objetivo se acerca a China, cuyo analisis pretende dar
respuesta a la siguiente cuestion: ¢Por qué en aquel pais no se desarroll6 de
forma endbégena un capitalismo moderno, a pesar de partir de posiciones
similares a las de Occidente y de que alli se habia alcanzado un elevado grado de

racionalizacion practica de la vida?

Weber explica la razéon de ello por la carencia de algunos factores socio-
institucionales, pero sobre todo porque fallaron los factores religiosos. China

careci6 de una fuente religiosa adecuada que empujase el desarrollo en la



direccion del “espiritu del capitalismo”; ni el taoismo ni el confucianismo
plantearon al individuo la mas minima tension respecto al mundo, por ello
faltaron los motivos internos que condujesen al renacimiento del individuo, al
surgimiento de aquellas cualidades personales que caracterizan al “espiritu

capitalista”.

La tesis de Weber sobre China no ha pasado inadvertida, ahora bien, desde las
perspectivas criticas tradicionales, centradas en una errénea interpretacion del
ethos confuciano o en lo inapropiado que resulta el recurso a factores culturales
para explicar fendmenos estrictamente economicos, no se han formulado

criticas consistentes.

La tesis defendida en este trabajo apunta en la direccion de que las premisas
teoricas y metodolégicas con las que Weber abord6 su objeto de investigacion
son inapropiadas y por ello se propone una reformulacién de su tesis en base a

los desarrollos més actuales de las teorias de la evolucion socio-cultural.
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THE ECONOMIC ETHIC AND THE SPIRIT OF THE CAPITALISM:
WEBER’S THESIS AND THE CASE OF CHINA

Abstract

Weber's ambition to understand and explain the rationalization process
experienced in the West countries led him to analyse the modern capitalism
emergence. In his work The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism,
Weber concludes that such economic model is a consequence of the "spirit of
capitalism", which in turn is an unintended consequence of religious education

of ascetic Puritanism.

In an attempt to consolidate this argument, Weber discusses the universal

religions, trying to determine what would have happened in the West countries,



if the protestant ethic is remove from the set of conditions under which the
modern capitalism emerged. Under this objective he approaches China, and
with its analysis the tries to answer the following question: Why did not in that
country the modern capitalism evolved in an endogenously way, although the
starting positions were similar to the ones present in West countries, where a

high level of practical rationalization of life was achieved?

Weber explains the reason for that due to the lack of some socio-institutional
factors, but mainly because the religious factors failed. China lacked a proper
religious source to push the development in the direction of the "spirit of
capitalism", neither the Taoism nor the Confucianism raised the person the
smallest tension related to the world, thus there was a lack of inner reasons that
provoke the rebirth of the person, the emergence of those personal qualities that

characterize the "capitalist spirit."

Weber's thesis on China has not gone unnoticed, however, from the traditional
critical perspectives, focused on an erroneous interpretation of confucian ethos
or the inappropriateness use of cultural factors to explain strictly economic

phenomena, not been criticism consistent.

The thesis in this paper defended goes in the direction that the theoretical
premises and methodologies with which Weber tackles his research subject are
inappropriate and therefore it is proposed a restatement of his thesis based on

current developments of the socio-cultural evolution theories.
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